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1 ECOLOGICAL WISDOM How can we operate
human societies with the understanding that we

are part of nature, not on top of it? How can we live within
the ecological and resource limits of the planet, applying
our technological knowledge to the challenge of an
energy-efficient economy? How can we build a better
relationship between cities and countryside? How can we
guarantee the rights of nonhuman species? How can we
promote sustainable agriculture and respect for self-
regulating natural systems? How can we further
biocentric wisdom in all spheres of life?

/) GRASSROOTS DEMOCRACY How can we
develop systems that allow and encourage us to

control the decisions that affect our lives? How can we
ensure that representatives will be fully accountable to
the people who elect them? How can we develop
planning mechanisms that would allow citizens to
develop and implement their own preferences for policies
and spending priorities? How can we encourage and
assist the “mediating institutions” — family,
neighborhood organization, church group, voluntary
association, ethnic club — to recover some of the functions
now performed by government? How can we relearn the
best insights from American traditions of civic vitality,
voluntary action, and community responsibility?

3 PERSONAL AND SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
How can we respond to human suffering in ways
that promote dignity? How can we encourage people to

commit themselves to lifestyles that promote their own
health? How can we have a community-controlled
education system that effectively teaches our children
academic skills, ecological wisdom, social responsibility,
and personal growth? How can we resolve interpersonal
and intergroup conflicts without just turning them over to
lawyers and judges? How can we take responsibility for
reducing the crime rate in our neighborhoods? How can
we encourage such values as simplicity and moderation?

4 NONVIOLENCE How can we, as a society,
develop effective alternatives to our current

patterns of violence, at all levels, from the family and the
street to nations and the world? How can we eliminate
nuclear weapons from the face of the Earth without being
naive about the intentions of other governments? How
can we most constructively use nonviolent methods to
oppose practices and policies with which we disagree
and in the process reduce the atmosphere of polarization
and selfishness that is itself a source of violence?

DECENTRALIZATION How can we restore
5 power and responsibility to individuals,

institutions, communities, and regions? How can we
encourage the flourishing of regionally-based culture
rather than a dominant monoculture? How can we have a
decentralized, democratic society with our political,
economic, and social institutions locating power on the
smallest scale (closest to home) that is efficient and
practical? How can we redesign our institutions so that
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